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Synopsis

ChicagoA¢a -4,¢s extensive transit system first started in 1859, when horsecars ran on rails in city
streets. Cable cars and electric streetcars came next. Where new trolley car lines were built, people,
businesses, and neighborhoods followed. Chicago quickly became a world-class city. At its peak,
Chicago had over 3,000 streetcars and 1,000 miles of trackA¢a -a ¢the largest such system in the
world. By the 1930s, there were also streamlined trolleys and trolley buses on rubber tires. Some
parts of ChicagoA¢a —a,¢s famous Ag¢a -A“LA¢a —-A- system also used trolley wire instead of a
third rail. Trolley cars once took people from the Loop to such faraway places as Aurora, Elgin,

Milwaukee, and South Bend. A few still run today.
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Customer Reviews

David Sadowski has been interested in streetcars ever since his father took him for a ride on one of
the last remaining lines in 1958. He grew up riding trolley buses and A¢a -A“LA¢a —As trains all
over Chicago. He coauthored Chicago Streetcar Pictorial: The PCC Car Era, 1936A¢a —a 021958,
and runs the online Trolley Dodger blog. Come along for the ride as we travel from one side of the
city to the other and see how trolley cars and buses moved ChicagoA¢a -a,¢s millions of

hardworking, diverse people.
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